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Northwest Vintage Thunderbird Club of Oregon

The Thunderbi

Not the Presidents Message

ell, if you

have not

been attend-

ing the meet-
ings recently you may
have missed the part
about Eric stepping down
as club president. And
before you start speculat-
i ng, it
havior in an airport rest-
room or inappropriate
conduct with an underage
shop student. Nothing
sordid here!

Eric has been leading the
club for the last couple of
years since the Interna-
tional Convention in 2005.
He wants to spend more
time working on his T-bird
to get it ready for a possi-
ble showing at the VTCI
regional in Spokane this
summer. So he thought it
would be good to pass on

the reins to someone else.

Unfortunately, that person
has not stepped forward
yet. So for the time being
we are leaderless. |, on
behalf of the club, want to
extend a very deserved
AThank Youbo
work with the club.

But not to fear. The club
will continue to exist!
Long live the Thunderbird!

During the last meeting
we still conducted busi-
ness and put together
most of the calendar for
2009. Check out what is

wasnot

in store in the Calendar of
Events on page 7 or on
the Events page of our
website.

Our big event for this year
will still be the Garlic Fes-
tival Car Show in August.
Eric will be leading the
effort here. We will be
looking at flyer designs
soon so that the flyers will
be out for the first of the
car shows this spring.

I will still handle the news-
letter and getting it out to
everyone with an e-mail
address. Debra Watkins
will take over the mailing
for those who do not have
e-mail. And Vicky Wim-
satt is holding down both
the Treasurer and Secre-
tary positions (a big thank
you to Vicky for that!).

So, you see, the president
woul dndét hav
much to do! Seriously,
the club would benefit
from your ideas and
leadership. Please con-
sider helping out with your
club.

nother item |
want to draw
your attention to
is my piece on a
program commonly re-
ferred to as
Clunkerso on
program has some seri-
ous conseguences
should it get placed into

e

=13

upcoming legislation.
Read the article, investi-
gate more if you like but
act on it by notifying your
representative as soon as
possi bl e.
names and contact infor-
mation for you also.

The last thing that needs
to be mentioned is that
dues are due! They are
still $20 and should be
paid by the end of the

mont h. | f we
you

them t hen
getting this newsletter
anymore. Many of you
pay dues but we never get
a chance to see you.
Please come on down to
one of the meetings or
events and tell us what
you are up t
to see you!

Tom Przedwojewski

Inside this issue:

Cash for Clunkers

Be a Lobbyist/Contact Your Reps
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Okanagon Show and Shine

Events

Meeting Reminder
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recent post on one of the Thun-

derbird forums caught my atten-

tion and made me do some

research that | wanted to share
wi th you. It is
Clunkerso program
few months ago and may be gaining mo-
mentum as a new president and con-
gress start in January.

A former vice chairman of the Federal
Reserve and now professor of Econom-
ics and Public
Affairs at Prince-
ton University,
Alan Blinder, wrote
an editorial in the
NY Times on July
27, 2008. He pro-
posed a consolida-
tion of several
state programs
into a federal program that will pay own-
ers of ol der vehicl
Mr .
of performing a remarkable public policy
trifecta @ stimulating the economy, im-
proving the environment and reducing
income inequality all at the same time. 0

Alan Blinder

Though each point may be argued, |
would I|Iike to
supporting information; unnamed Califor-
nia and Texas studies. The California
study estimated that vehicles 13 years
old and older accounted for 25 percent of
the miles driven but 75 percent of all pol-
lution from cars in the state. He further
states that in a Texas study older cars
fspew 10 to 30 times as much pollution
as newer cars. 0 Because
ifactso Mr. Blinder
eral, country-wide program be instituted
that will pay owners a premium to scrap
their older vehicles. He says that there
does not to be trials since programs in
the states mentioned as well as Colo-
rado, Delaware, lllinois, Virginia and
some Canadian provinces are already in
operation to pay owners to scrap older
vehicles. In California the current pre-
mium paid is $1000. In Texas it can be
as high as $3500.

abo

th aarttjciJl “%/(%'%her

Bl i nd eholdssha pramise hi s

concentr

Many people and some organizations
have come out agains
ideas.

I would like to tell you about the Califor-

nia study, some information about the

(i Comesion Pilomonapd e ¢

g{ rE (f{ogrgm

are saying so that you

may decide and possibly act. | believe

that this program will endanger the resto-

ration and collectability of older cars like

our Thunderbirds.

Although not named in any of Mr.

Bl inderdés editori
search has found a 2004 Report to the
California Legislature that is titled Accel-
erated Light-Duty Vehicle Retirement
Program?. | believe that this is the study
that Mr. Blinder refers to. Found in this
report was this statement:

al s

ARBO6s (Air
inventory, which is based on infor-

acth,n fr mntrlg part %n oL nker
K;\l otor Vehicles, es imates that
about half of cars live to 15 years
old, and one-quarter of cars live
to 20 years old. However, it is
interesting to note that of those
cars that do survive to 20 years,
about 40 percent of those will
survive at least 10 more years.
ate on Mr. BI i

Eventually, these older vehicles

will be retired, permanently re-

moving their emissions. However,

in order to meet our federally-

mandated deadlines for clean air,

ARB has developed programs to

accelerate the retirement of older

; 3
of \ie*HCl?% ‘e

proposes that a fed-
| always think someone is trying to hide
something when they talk in percentages
so | looked up some statistics to find
what kind of numbers the report is talking
about. From the October 2006 DOT Bu-
reau of Transportation Statistics there
were 19.4 million registered vehicles in
California with a population of 36.4 mil-
lion. The median age (meaning half the
vehicles are newer and half are older
than) was 9.2 years. By working back-
wards with this estimate | figured that

es

nder

Resour ces

around 3 million cars out of 19.5 million
twoMrl .d Blei ndcer &iggr os s
report calls them. The report continues

to say that the state can improve the
environment byé

pol

éidentifying and
retiring those heavily used vehi-
cles that do the greatest harm to
our air quality. Scrap or voluntary
vehicle retirement programs can
be a cost-effective way to immedi-
ately reduce emissions from older
vehicles, and is the only way to
reduce emissions from the 30-

ear.and_older vehicles that are
Oixéi%? YT O WS CBY i

Smog Check program. (emphasis

or

TS ni

added)*

So now | think | see the goal of the pro-
gram. Right there in the first paragraph of
the Executive Summary of the report
_they say the only way to reduce emis-

Osfons from 30+ year old vehicles is to
have them scrapped ! This would be a
death knell for antique and collector car
hobby and businesses.

I will agree that a 13 to 30 year old vehi-
cle that is not taken care of will probably
be a polluter. But than again a vehicle of
any year that is not maintained properly
will become a polluter. There is no way
of knowing which vehicles have emis-
sions problems without proper testing.
By putting all vehicles that have attained
a certain age into a group found to be
gross polluters is too easy. What these
states fail to do is set and test to a cer-
tain standard. By testing all vehicles you
eliminate only the specific unmaintained
polluting vehicles, the vehicles that are
maintained properly by a conscientious
owner/collector are not bothered.
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Another point that was not brought up is
that the federal Congestion Mitigation
and Air Quality (CMAQ) Improvement
Program does not recognize scrapping
vehicles as a way of increasing air qual-
ity. This federal program provides funds
to states for air quality improvement
through traffic and vehicle updating. |
found no mention of scrapping vehicles
as a way to improve air quality. "In fact,
states are currently prohibited from using
federal funds for Cash for Clunkers pro-
grams under the CMAQ Improvement
Program,” says Steve McDonald,
SEMA's (Specialty Equipment Market
Association) Vice President of Govern-
ment Affairs®. "The reasons are simple.
Regulators have focused on a vehicle's
age rather than the emissions the vehicle
produces, based on the erroneous per-
ception that all older cars are dirty cars.
These clunker programs do not bother to
measure the real emissions of the vehi-
cles involved. Rather, the programs
"estimate" emissions reductions using
numbers that are significantly over-
stated.”

SEMA is currently advising it 7358 mem-
ber companies to contact their represen-
tatives and communicate their dissatis-
faction with this proposal. SEMA would
like to see better use of maintenance
programs that maximize the emissions
systems of existing vehicles. The volun-
tary repair and upkeep of emissions sys-
tems is a win-win for consumers, dealers
and manufacturers they say.

Summit Racing Equipment, a nation wide
supplier of automotive and racing parts,
has also come out
Clunkerso program.
stated that may of the vehicles that the
program targets are sitting in garages or
storage®. The program is a misguided

attempt to claim the

or fleet fuel mileage is being improved.
Consequently, the only thing the program
would accomplish is the destruction of
classic, historic and special interest vehi-
cles. The amount of parts and parts-cars
available for repair, restoration and cus-
tomization projects would be reduced.

oif

SEMA website banner

Steven Levitt writing for the New York
Times (the same paper that ran the
Blinder editorial) in its Freakonomics
section also disagrees with the supposed
benefits of the
the general feel of a gun buyback pro-
gram, but instead of buying crappy old
guns the government is buying crappy

cars’. 0 He goes on
jority of the vehicles turned in will not
have been driven

there would not be the change in emis-
sions as is expected.

Robert Redding, a representative for the
Automotive Service Association (an or-
ganization for owners and managers of
automotive service businesses), is a be-
liever in the repair option also. He writes
on Autolnc. Onl ine
the target, then the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and many
states need to get back to ensuring that
vehicle emissions-testing programs cover
the nation, not just some states and non-
attainment areas. The current leadership
of the EPA has not encouraged these
(emissions) programs o8

This ACash for ClI
the first steps to eliminate many of the
vehicles that our hobby/profession de-
pend on for restoration, repair or parts.
There does not seem to be any body of
evidence to show that older cars are the
gross polluters that they are made out to
be. There are also other options that are
more productive in checking pollution
from every vehicle and eliminating those
cars from the road. | believe that this
program is wrong. | would hope that you
would ta e some t|meloéook aﬁa e of

Qrau en Sthis r|E)r ndse?
t How &Y 91% Be'for thés€ of us
that take pride in and care for our older
vehicles.

countryds air

Editors note: The following was
taken from SEMA website on
January 28th, 2009.

This program (Cash for Clunkers) was
not included in the economic stimulus
package introduced last week in the

Some politicians want to i)

_crush old cars g

unker so

gual ity

House of Representatives. Unfortu-
nately, several members of Congress did
not hear the message and last week in-
troduced separate legislation called the

Vehicles Act. o
with a twist. Instead of focusing exclu-
sively on older cars, this program would

toasgett ighsh
any model year.

i f | ] ..Q Th
mu ¢ hThe Ielglslatlo% ;[Noulg es{ablls% a govern-u S

ment program to use taxpayer dollars to
purchase and crush vehicles into blocks
of scrap metal. The cash vouchers would
range from $2,5001 $4,500 based on the
model year and whether the replacement
vehicle was a fuel-efficient new car or
used car (MY 2004 or later).
e;thregt agai ni old ehi-
E dclt:e |sr}Jut8trﬁere HFflt(eJ'iNaseqf9 ggo%?ﬂ%t@ to
phone, write or e-mail your representa-
tives (see page 4) and let them know
your concerns. There is not much time
to lose.

program has

Thttp://www.nytimes.com/2008/
07/27/ business/27view.html
[Accessed January 8, 2009].
Report to the California Legisla-
ture: Accelerated Light-Duty Ve-
hicle Retirement Program. (2004
June)

®lbid, (pp 1-2)

“Ibid, (iii)
Shttp://www.sema.org/main/
ArticleDetail.aspx?
contentiD=61030 [Accessed
January 8, 2009].
®http://www.summitracing.com/
streetandstrip/news.asp
[Accessed January 8, 2009].
"http://freakonomics.blogs.
nytimes.com/2008/08/08/no-cash-
for-clunkers/ [Accessed January
8, 2009].
8http://iwww.asashop.org/autoinc/
sept2008/legis.htm [Accessed
January 8, 2009].
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Be a Lobbyist

Contact Your Reps

Did you know it often takes six to ten constituent letters to con-
vince a legislator to change his or her vote? In other words, you
can make a difference! In order for the automotive hobby to sur-
vive the present, and flourish in the future, hobbyists must work
toward becoming more politically involved.

To help in this effort, the SEMA Action Network (SEMA's car
club and individual enthusiast outreach program) shares these
points to becoming a more politically effective auto enthusiast
community. The goals are simple. For our way of life to survive,
hobbyists must:

9 Adopt a positive attitude about politics, politicians and
government

Build strong relationships with elected officials

Educate elected officials and staff on the car hobby:
who is involved and why we are important and

9 Become a positive, involved and vibrant part of our com-
munities

Most importantly, hobbyists must learn to work the system. Auto
enthusiasts and clubs must learn to lobby. But don't forget,
there's a right way and a wrong way to get your point across.
Here are a few tips:

I Maintain a polite and positive tone in your correspon-
dence.

9 Never vilify a legislator or his or her policy.

Check letters and e-mails for proper grammar and spell-
ing.

1 Follow up on letters with a brief, polite phone call.
Save your political leanings for the voting booth.

1 Be proactive! Offer ideas and assistance before your
hobby is threatened.

It is your right to petition your representatives to let them under-
your

stand Vi ewpoint . Dondt |l

et

Senate

Jeff Merkley (D-OR)
B40B DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-3753
E-mail: senator@merkley.senate.gov

Ron Wyden (D-OR)
223 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-5244
Web Form: wyden.senate.gov/contact/

House

David Wu
620 SW Main Street, Suite 606, Portland, OR 97205
(503) 326-2901

Earl Blumenauer
729 Northeast Oregon Street, Suite 115, Portland, OR
97232

(503) 231-2300

Senate

Maria Cantwell (D-WA)
511 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
the o %SH'N%TPNP%ZO Ass you b
pw (202) 224-3441 %‘ y
Web Form: cantwell.senate.gov/contact/

Patty Murray (D-WA)
173 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20510
(202) 224-2621
Web Form: murray.senate.gov/email/index.cfm

House

Brian Baird
2350 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-3536
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MEETING MINUTES

Date: January 20, 2009 Start Time: 7:00 pm

Location: Bird Nest, 1091 Willamette Falls Drive, West Linn, OR 97068

Attendees: Matt Truax, Reed Fleener, Mike Hinsch, Eric Johansson, Ron Petrie, Steve Wimsatt & Family, Bill Connelly, Lyman Houk, Larry
Shafer, & Tom Przedwojewski

Membership:
Your $20 annual membership dues are NOW due. Please remember to mail your dues or bring it to the next meeting.
Executive Board Election:
We still need to fill President and Secretary  positions.
Vicky Wimsatt is temporary filling in as secretary.
NWCCA:
No update information from the association. Their first meeting is January 24"
The decision still needs to be made about continuing the October car show and swap meet.
Calendar of Events:
We discussed our 2009 Calendar of Events as a guideline for activities for this year. The dates will be filled in as it becomes available.
We decided to continue sponsoring the Garlic Festival. It will be on Saturday, August 8, 2009.
Garlic Festival (August 8, 2009):
We are trying to change the location closer to the festival. Mike Hinsch will try to submit the idea to the festival committees.

We need to advertise the event early on some of the websites i.e. NW Auto Mall. We also need to have flyers ready to advertise at other car
show events.

VTCI NW Regional Thunderbird Family Reunion (July 15 ™-July 19™, 2009)

The reunion is at Doubletree Hotel City Center, 332 N Spokane Falls Court Spokane WA 99201.

There are many fun activities planned. If you are interested, you can get information and register early at http://www.inwthunderbird.org.
Treasurer Report:

Reed Fleener presented the report. Eric motioned to approve the report. Motioned passed.

Meeting adjourned 8:00 pm.

NEXT MEETING DATE: February 17, 2008 TIME: 7:00 pm

PLACE: Bird Nest, 1091 Willamette Falls Drive, West Linn, OR_ 97068

Recorder Name/Signature; Vicky Wimsatt Date: 1/20/09
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Okanagan Classic Thunderbird Club

Our 17 * Annual Show &
Shine

Plus

Our 11 * Annual Three
Day Tour

An invitation from the
Okanagan Classic Thunder-
bird Club to owners and en-

thusiasts oBifn@kas
to join us from May 22 " to 26™
2009

he Okanagan Classic Thunder-
bird Club, located in the magnifi-
cent Okanagan Valley of Beauti-
ful British Columbia, is pleased
to sponsor our 17" annual Show & Shine
and our 11" annual Three Day Tour. We
welcome all Thunderbirds from 1955 to
2005. Last year over 80 Thunderbirds
participated. The cars were displayed on
a grassy field adjacent to scenic

Okanagan Lake in
downtown City Park. It was a spectacular
sight!

The Three Day Tour will once again
cover some of the most scenic areas of
British Columbia. In 2008 a total of 54
classics were fAO0On
travelled along paved, traffic-free back
roads.

In past years we have welcomed partici-
pants from Alberta, Washington, Oregon,
Montana, Idaho, Arizona, Minnesota and
all areas of British Columbia.

This year we invite you to get your clas-
sic ARoll ing Down

Country

K e ITwow regisiration Hoenss uatei dvaildble--

one for the Show & Shine and another
for the Three Day Tour. (Editors note:
please contact me for these forms, they were
to large for the newsletter.) A separate page
contains the program schedule for the

Show & Shine and the routing/hotel infor-
mation for the Three Day Tour. Please

t h ferwagdoyaup regigteation fRrms apchgy-

ment as soon as possible, but not later
than May 10" to:

Okanagan Classic Thunderbird Club
Ken and Marion Carr
13575 Forest Hills Dr.
Lake Country BC V4V 1A5

Again this year, we will be providing a
Passport for the Three Day Tour. Please
e-mail a jpg picture of your car including
your name(s). We will print it on your
personalized Passport. Please e-mail
your picture to tlafreniere@telus.net

Roads. 0o

Passing Lane

fun and funny stuff from the road

Cars of the Big and Little Screen

1. The
model?

NfnGener al

Leeo

from the Dukes

2. How many Dodge Chargers were used in the original Dukes of Haz-

zard?

3. What was t he ¢

ar

t hat starred in

4. Which movie does not feature a car as central to its plot?

A. Ferris Buellers Day Off
B. Gone In 60 Seconds
C. Grease

D. Traffic

sdn a@so |92

890 ®© Saw | 1awos

10}
186 1eyd

he Bandi

a wv

and t

ASmokey

‘wy-suel] Jenuod 86TV €

‘Aym moux noA sdwnl syl mes noA J| ieos 2

pasn a8 iam

abpoqg

0,0 4o
696T V T
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Calendar of Events

Club Meetings

February 17th (Tues) Regular Monthly Meeting*
March 15th (Sun) Regular Monthly Meeting, Bowling with The Edsel Club (time and location TBA)
April 21st (Tues) Regular Monthly Meeting*
May 9th (Sat) Regular Monthly Meeting at Stewart Stiles Papa's Toys in Cornelius, OR.
June 16th (Tues) Regular Monthly Meeting at Watkins Restoration and Restyling, 9410 S Heinz Rd. Canby, OR
July (date and location TBA) Club Summer picnic and Monthly Meeting
September 22nd (Tues) Regular Monthly Meeting*
October 20th (Tues) Regular Monthly Meeting*
November 17th (Tues) Regular Monthly Meeting*
December 5th (Sat) Club Christmas Party and Monthly Meeting (time and location TBA)

* Regular meetings are held at Bird Nest 1091 Willamette Falls Drive

West Linn, OR 97068-4343

=4 =4 =4 -8 -4 8 -8 _a_9_9

VTCI Events

T July 15-19 (Wed-Sun) Northwest Regional, Spokane, WA
Further information can be found at www.vintagethunderbirdclub.org
i Sept 2-6 (Wed-Sun) VTCI International, Coshocton, OH
Further information can be found at www.vintagethunderbirdclub.org

Car Shows and Events

I Feb 2-5 (Mon-Thur) Portland Auto Show, Oregon Convention Center

Further information can be found at www.paragonexpo.com

I Feb 13-15 (Fri-Sun) Portland Rod & Custom Show, Portland Expo Center

Further information can be found at www.hotrodshows.com

1 Mar 6-8 (Fri-Sun) 53rd Annual Portland Roadster Show, Oregon Convention Center
Further information can be found at www.portlandroadstershow.com

1 Apr 2-5(Thur-Sun) PIR Automotive Swap Meet, Portland International Raceway
Further information contact 503 823-7223

1 May 9 (Sat) Portland Transmission Warehouse Spring Classic Auto Exhibit and Gathering, SE 11th and Clay St.
Further information contact 503 233-4966

T May 16 (Sat) "American Grafitti Cruise”, Route 26 Cruisers, Sandy, OR

Further information contact 503 522-5123 or 503 669-0901

T June 13 (Sat) Crusin' Sherwood Car Show, Sherwood, OR

Further information can be found at www.crusinsherwood.com

9 July 19 (Sun) Forest Grove Concours d'elegance, Forest Grove, OR

Further information can be found at www.forestgroveconcours.org

1 Aug 8 (Sat) North Plains Garlic Festival and Car Show, North Plains, OR

Further information can be found at www.funstinks.com or www.nwtbirds.com

T Aug 9 (Sun) 38th Annual All Ford Picnic, Champoeg, OR

Further information contact 503 472-6556

T Sept 11-13 (Fri-Sun) Wheels & Waves, Seaside, OR

Further information can be found at www.flashbackinseaside.com

9 Oct 4th (Sun) 34th Oregon Harvest Swap Meet, Canby, OR

Further information contact 503 622-6813

T Oct 10-11 (Sat-Sun) Northwest Car Collectors Car Show & Swap Meet, Portland Expo Center
Further information can be found at www.northwestcarcollectors.com

]
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T0 Do

Monthy Meeting
- Bird Nest

Position Vacant

e 1091 Willamette Falls Drijve

msatt(acting) 503-824-2034 ’:eb 17th @ 6:30 p m

Treasurer
Vicky Wimsatt 503-824-2034

Website/Newsletter
Tom Przedwojewski 360-513-6923
Submit items to tbirdman@nwtbirds.com

INFO 971.-233-9000
1091 WILLAMETTE FALLS DRIVE
WEST LINN, OR 97068 -4343
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