
S 
ummer is in full 
swing and the ac-
tivities our club 

members have 
attended show it! I have tried 
to get all of the events into 
this newsletter.  Unfortu-
nately, I donôt think I have 
done them justice.  You had 
to have been there to really 
get the full effect.  My sched-
ule only allowed me to attend 

the Garlic Festival Car Show 
that we again hosted in 
North Plains, OR.  The other 
events were the VTCI Re-
gional Show in Spokane and 
our club picnic.  I wrote up 
the events with information 
and pictures that people from 
our club provided.   All three 
of these events are inside 
this issue of the Flyer. 

 

One thing that had been 
talked about and finally im-
plemented at the picnic was 
a ñTech Sessionò.  This is an 
informational or ñhands onò 
time to observe or try some 
technique that might be 
beneficial to the club mem-
bers.  The Tech Session this 
time was a demonstration of 
upholstery techniques by 
Judson Potter.  Look for 
another session during the 
last week of August. Eric had 
not come up with a set date 
yet in time to make it into the 
newsletter.  As soon as it is 
set, I will email the info out to 
the group or you may contact 
Eric to find out the date, time 
and location.  If you have 
any ideas for a Tech Session 
or would even like to show 
something that you have 
done to your car let Eric 
know. 

By the way, in a bit of club 
news, Eric Johansson has 
taken on the position of Club 

President.  We had a few 
months without a president 
because some presidential 
candidates were uncertain as 
to their employment status in 
the current economy.  Eric 
decided that we should not be 
without a leader, especially 
since the club is taking on the 

VTCI International Show in 
2011, so he was again nomi-
nated and voted into office. 

 

There are still many things to 
do before the kids go back to 
school.  Next month I should 
have info on the Hot August 
Nights show in Reno, NV and 
the LeMay Museum Open 
House up near Tacoma.  If 
you find yourself at any show, 
again, snap some photos and 
write something up.   Or if you 
are working on your T-bird 
send that in also.  Everyone is 
interested in projects.  Donôt 
think that it has to be perfect. 
That is what my job as editor 
is, to clean up and edit the 
items you send me.  I just 
need the material from you! 

     

 Tom Przedwojewski 
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Weôll be put-

ting commit-

tees to-

gether soon 

for the Inter-

national 

show in  

2011.  The 

first item will 

be the loca-

tion for this 

event.  Look 

for more 

information 

in upcoming 

Flyers and 

club meet-

ings. 
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T 
he 2009 VTCI Northwest Regional Thunderbird Fam-
ily Reunion was set in the beautiful Inland Northwest 
city of Spokane Washington hosted by the Inland 
Northwest Thunderbird Club. The Doubletree Hotel 

and Riverfront Park provided a perfect location for this event. 
Everyone started rolling in on Wednesday coming from all 
points around the Northwest: Alberta, British Columbia, Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon and Washington. In the evening everyone 
was treated to an Ice Cream Social in Riverfront Park hosted 
by the Inland Northwest Thunderbird Club and Ben & Jerryôs.  
Riverfront Park and 90 degree weather provided a great back-
drop for the event. After the treats, everyone went exploring in 
the park to see the falls or perhaps to take a ride on the Looff 
Carousel, which turned 100 years young on the same week-
end.  

 

 

Participants continued to roll in on Thursday.  Everyone had 
plenty of time to explore the area or dote on their cars. 35 
cars caravanned a short mile 
to the center of downtown 
Spokane on Thursday eve-
ning for the Inland Northwest 
Car Club Council Downtown 
Scholarship Car Show. 
Heads turned to see all those 
Thunderbirds rolling in to-
gether, what a sight! Over 
400 classic and vintage cars 
attended the show. A special 
Fun Fun Fun in the Best 
Thunderbird Under the Sun 
award went to Marion Carr of 
Kelowna BC and her out-
standing 1962 Black Sports 
Roadster.  

 

 

On Friday everyone boarded a ship for a cruise on Lake 
Coeur    dôAlene for lunch and a scenic tour of this beautiful 
area.  Everyone was impressed by the beautiful homes, 
breathtaking natural scenery and of course the golf courseôs 
water driving range and the worldôs only floating green.  His-
toric points of interest were also noted during the journey. 

 

On Saturday 45 cars rolled into Riverfront Park in front of the 
Expo 1974 US Pavilion.  Judging started promptly at 10:30 
a.m. with Eric and Ana Johansson and Matt Truax participat-
ing with judging.  By the time judging was completed by 12:30 
p.m. the temperature was a toasty 100 F!   The weather may 
have been hot but so were the cars! The weather did not stop 
spectators and participants from enjoying these great cars 
and some very special cars: Lois Emingerôs Dusk Rose 1957 
with the electric junior car, the last Square Bird to roll off the 
assembly line and a very custom 1961 hardtop. 

 

 

 

The time went way too fast and before we knew, it was Satur-
day evening and the 
Awards Banquet was 
about to begin.  The 
food seemed endless 
and the desserts never 
stopped coming out, it 
was nothing less than 
spectacular.  Spokaneôs 
own Mitch Silver of Sil-
ver Auctions was the 
guest speaker of the 
evening and provided a 
special insight into clas-
sic car auctions and a 
very realistic demonstra-
tion of auctioneering. 
Eric said that it was a 
very entertaining and 
encouraging speech for 
the hobby.  

 

VTCI Northwest Regional Show      

 Ice Cream Social on a hot day is a hit  

 Thunderbirds in Riverfront Park  

 One of the participants is the ñLast 

Squarebird Madeò 
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The banquet program included the awards, raffle items, 50/50 
and ended with a very special ñThank you for coming to Spo-
kane gift basketò.  Marion Carrôs 1962 Black Roadster took the 
top prize of Best of Show! Ana says that the banquet was well 
attended and great raffle prizes were given away.  Eric won a 
$100 gift certificate to Larry's Thunderbird & Mustang 
Parts (sorry Matt). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This show best exemplifies what a Family Reunion is all about; 
new and old family members coming together and having a 
great time.  On behalf of the Inland Northwest Thunderbird Club, 
we would like to extend a big ñTHANK YOUò to all of the atten-
dees (the Wimsatt, Truax and Johansson families from our club) 
and to the clubs that financially supported our Thunderbird Fam-
ily Reunion: Calgary Thunderbird Club, Edmonton Thunderbird 
Club, Northwest Vintage Thunderbird Club of Oregon, 
Okanagan Classic Thunderbird Club, Totem Thunderbird Club 
and the VTCI. We had lots of fun putting it together and we hope 
everyone enjoyed their stay in Spokane. Please visit us on the 
web www.inwthunderbird.org. 

 

 

NWVTC Picnic 

 Marion Carr with her 1962 Roadster  

 Nicely modified Tbird could be a cur-

rent model with its looks.  

T 
he heat might have kept some people home, but sixteen 

hearty souls braved the +100° temperatures to gather at 

Dennis and Kimôs home for the summer picnic.  Judson 

also started off our new idea of having a ñTech Sessionò at 

some of the meetings.  A presentation of upholstery techniques 

were discussed.  The picnic finished up with the final preparations 

for the Garlic Festival Car Show.   


